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by George Day

u know the scenario:

You are anchored in a

picturesque cove and

have settled down for

the night when the
wind changes and suddenly
becomes gusty and a low chop
begins to build that sets the boat
heaving on its rode and dancing
back and forth.

The immediate remedy for most
of us is to let out more rode to
give the anchor a better chance to
grip the bottom since the lower
the angle of the rode, the more
effective the anchor. While letting
out more scope works, particularly
if you are anchoring with an all-
chain rode, the boat will still pitch
in the chop and yaw back and
forth in the gusts,

The next step to make the boat
secure may well be to deploy a

second anchor, which entails either
launching the dinghy and carrying
out the second anchor or starting
the engine and trying to power
forward so you can set the second
anchor in the right position.

More rode and a second anchor
will help you settle down the boat
in gusty, choppy conditions, but
you still will find the boat snub-
bing on the rode as is swings back
and forth. Riding on two anchors
will have the benefit of the offset
angle of the two rodes so the bow
will tend to sit more quietly, yet
you still have to let out plenty of
scope so you will require a lot of
room in the anchorage around
you. If you are in tight quarters,
two anchors on a lot of scope may
put you too close to other boats
and leave you out of synch with
those boats in a shifting wind.

Sleep more
soundly at
anchor

An anchor kellet (weight)
will double your anchor’s
holding power, and the new
Kiwi Anchor Rider offers a
ready-made solution

HOW A KELLET WORKS

The basic rule of thumb for
anchoring with a nylon anchor
rode (with a good length of chain
at the anchor) is to set the hook at
a five-to-one depth-to-rode ratio;
in 30 feet of depth you need to set
the anchor with 150 feet of rode
over the bow. Then, when the
anchor is set, you should let out
enough rode so that you have a
working ratio of seven-to-one, or
over 200 feet in 30 feet of water.

Anchoring with an all-chain
rode, the basic rule of thumb is to
set the anchor securely with a
three-to-one ratio and then let out
(and back down cn) enough chain
to give you a five-to-one ratio.

In the nvlon rode scenario, you
will need a circle with a radius of
at least seven times the depth of
the water through which to swing
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