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HAT prica
w put oni a good
night's sleap?

Personally | rate it highly. Fma
peraistant but nervous
anchorman and rarely get a
full night's kip wivan ' iping
in an anchorage with the wind
whistling throuwgh the shrouds
and my pride and jow tusjging at
her chain, confesses oUr man in
the nortfy, Dave Morgan.

| can never gel used 1o my
Jdft Swedish boat's tendency to
awing and vear al anchor, 0's an
irritating characteristic bom out
of & supart undersatar design
where the effects of a Scottish
sUmmar gala on an apan
anchorage shouldn™ ewen rate o
pecond theught.

But the more she swings,
tha graater the lead on tha
anchor, until she drags. Until
this sumimer | suflered several
embarrassing breakout
mamsents, Bull then along
came a clever soltion; the
Arechor Buddy,

Soeptic to the last, | doubted
B wiarth of this lalest atbampt
o modernise the traditional

Marina have bean appointaed
gale UK agents for this now
anchor angel, a unigue device
which is casy o attach o
chain or rope anchor cables, ks
made of & dense and heavy
it al, wihdeh will et
correde and comes complete
with a recosary line.

Die cast in a zincfaluminium
compound, tha blg advamtage
of the “Anchor Buddy', is the
wagae with which it can be
mounted. A= anyone who has
used an anchar angel will
kmow the combination of
waight, baat moevamant and
having to lean over the bow to
sl the device adds time and
can be hazardows.

Thia Bl sy’ has baan
designed in a clever way with
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a type of oorksorew slot whioh
allovws the weight 1o be
“twisted’ omte the chain or rope
where it rides an a nylan raller.
Tao prevent the froam
falling aff the chain a substantial
stainless steel lewer is snapped
ik position giving lotal security.
Thanks fo the nylon running
raller and & amooth handle
oast into the body the “buddy®
can be sl and demaounbed in
less than a minuwte.

Thress wersions are availabbe,
1: A 20db model costing arcund
E90 (insluding VAT) desigred
tar rope only warps of up to 5/
fiin and capable of handling
boats up to 30§t 22 A 20db unit
costing around £85 for rope
warps on boats up to S04t and
3: A 30k version cosling £100
designed for ohain anchor
cables up to half inch or ropes
up to 7 8in Al come with15
rivedred of B eye-spliced
nylon recovery rope.

Thee 300E o] | tested hod
a dramatic impact on my
anchoring success, Dedpite
1504t of all chadn cable and a
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1 Eyen sR2n | meinted h2
vy the wreng way rund il
wirked well, bt fo emsere
prope Sperelon s e
1] a
B iace tha anchar.

dragged on several occasions
b ausa of the hull's weering.

This summer | used the
by im as many differant
anchorages as | could. The
bottem profiles ranged from
sand and mud to kelp and
slonas wille winds coverad
thee spectrum fo as high as a
staady F& In Canna.

Setting was simple. After
laying anchar and digging in
with a firm pull astern, the
biudiely is raady o go to work.
Secu the recovery line
Tirst Is wital. You don™t want the
buddy to plummet to the
bottom and have te haul it
back with the anchor, or
worse, drop an unsecured
buddy owerboard while trying
to "twist” It enta the chaint

Mounting is a lot easier than
with most angels, but is still
the trickiest part of the
oparation. Thirty pounds |5 a
lot of weight to hang over the
Lo wiith wiven the wind ks

o ;
14 its cless unsing rofiee
ﬂﬂﬂﬂ §he hatddy rides

fall ot

mere pasily and can't

barausa of the clever [peking Iwi.
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piping up! You have to
il e F 1o ansure Hhe
stainless steel locking arm
faees the anchar ance the
dewvice is mounted on the
chain, nol &% *asy as it souncs
until you get used to handling
th unit, Once i1°s o all you
hawve to do is push the lecking
arm Inte place to ansure it
cannot fall off and gently
levwar Bt until it"s sitting o the
bottom at low water.

Remamber to alkow Tar
windshift which may swing
yau ke misre shoal walers, 1
you den't and the buddy takes
Tha putty it losas its
effectivenoss.

Recovery i a ravarsa of the
setting. i worked well, even in
a risk wing, bacausa The unit
iz easy to hold. | found the
lecking arm was indtially too
siift fo redease quickly but
cured the problam by easing
the friction.

Lraing tha Budely bn kKnown
anchorages where | have had
a0 yaars and more of
experience proved it works.
Mot once did | drag and the
boat sat to the anchor with a
ok leess wear and snalch.

In & hewwy wind the buddy
might prove a handful to
recover, because of its weight.
But batter that than have &
naikbiting and energy sappding
rlghit walting for Canna™s kalp
fo finally decide it's had
ancugh of holding you boat in

cheap, but it's the best anchor
il "l CoRTER ACTORS TOr marry
years and | would not be without
o i Scottish walers, Not anly
was it easy to use, but its
construction and deskgn mean
will not comode and can be
ghomad In & leckar withaut
furning imbo & nusty marss.

I youl Tead tha Anchar Buddy
might spell an end to your
shaapless nights as the wind
begins to whistle through the
rigging, you can access mane
information from Caley Marina
at thalr Mulrown
headguarters in Inverness.




